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Olmec Alters and Myths
	The article fits thematically into Mesoamerica. First, tobacco and Veracruz are the two states of Mexico that have the remnants of the Olmec culture and existed in the region from 1200 to 600 A.C. The Olmec are believed to be the state that put the Mesoamerica on the path which has led to the Prehispanic civilization but also influenced a number of cultures such as the Maya and Aztec. The altars in this critique resemble some gigantic stone built tables which has solid bases. In the studies, scientists have made assumptions that the altars resemble areas where infant sacrifices were conducted. According to Grove (1970), the Aztec is a community known to conduct the infant sacrifices to their rain-gods. For that reason, about 900 A.C there was mutilation of the big altars which was mostly done by the Aztec. After mutilation, many of the monuments were ceremoniously buried.
	Secondly, there are two Altars that have been of concern namely the La Venta’s Alter 4 and Altar La Venta 5. La Venta’s Alter 4 is found to be the most prolific altar. The main difference between the two is the altar’s face that holds a beautifully curved figure seated and is only slightly defaced, unlike the rest. On the other hand, the Altar La Venta 5 also is prolific as it features a human figure that is curved and seated at the altar’s concave and has carvings on its sides (Grove, 1970).  
	Again, we see that Olmec alters represent the mouths of an animal. The animal is believed to be a jaguar from the paintings. According to Grove (1970), the mouths were the doors and the entrances to the underworld. In addition, the human carvings figure is seen holding infants and jaguar on the altars and it is assumed to be the underworld human-jaguar union. One of the main aims of the altar 5 was fertility and the assurance of possible good crops. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The positive aspect of this article is that I was able to understand the origin of certain cultures in the early Mesoamerica. Also, it has helped in understanding the religion of certain people and groups. On the other hand, the negative side is that it does not expound on the issue of infant offering and the people that conducted the ritual thus being shallow and unrealistic.
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